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should be the wife of anyone but his son. Agiatis was,
says Plutarch, " in person the most youthful and beautiful
woman in all Greece, and well-conducted in her habits of
life/' She resisted the union as long as she could; but
when forced to marry, she became to the youth a kind
and obliging wife. Cleomenes loved her very dearly, and
often asked her about the reforms of Agis; and she did not
fail to inspire him with the lofty ideals of her former gentle
and high-minded husband. Cleomenes himself, in conse-
quence, fell in love with the old ways, and, after Leoni*
das's death, attempted to carry out the reforms in which
Agis had failed. His mother, Cratesiclea, was also very
zealous to promote his ambitions; and in order that she
might effectually assist him in his plans, she accepted as
her husband one of the foremost in wealth and power
among the citizens. With her help, the king succeeded
in breaking the power of the ephors, and a return to
the system of Lycurgus was partially accomplished. But
Cleomenes had aroused a formidable enemy in the person
of Aratus, head of the Achaean League. He carried intc,
Achsea the war against Aratus, and made himself mastei
of almost all Peloponnesus, but, through the persistence of
his enemies, almost as quickly lost that territory. In the
midst of his misfortunes, he received news of the death
of his wife, to whom he was devotedly attached. " This
news afflicted him extremely/' says Plutarch, "and he
grieved as a young man would do, for the loss of a very
beautiful and excellent wife/' When all seemed lost,
he received promise of assistance from King Ptolemy of
Egypt, but only on condition that he send the latter his
mother and children as hostages. Plutarch thus continues
the story:

" Now Ptolemy, the King of Egypt, promised him assist-
ance, but demanded his mother and children for hostages.